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‘Let the sighing of the Prisoner come before Thee.—Aecording to the greatness of Thy Power, preserve thou those that are appointed to die.’—Bible. 
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SELECTIONS. 


THE PRISONER UNDER SENTENCE OF DEATH. 

‘ Effie had often tried to fancy the aspect and 
demeanour of persons under sentence of death; 
but she had never imagined any thing so awful 
as the lot seemed to be when it sat upon her 
brother, To have seen his corpse stretched be- 
fore her would not have been more strange than 
to look on his familiar face, to listen to his ac- 
customed voice, and to think that this motion 
and this sound were waiting extinction, while 
the thinking part was fluctuating between this 
world and the next, not in the frame of calm 
faith which abides the summons of its Maker, 
but in the restless mood which attends upon the 
tyranny of man. Effie had seen her brother once 
awaiting death as the issue of an illness. What 
she had then beheld caused her heart now to 
sink on perceiving the starting eye and curled 
lip, which told her that her brother was a less 
religious man than he had been,—less humble, 
less strong, less hopeful, less thoughtful for oth- 
ers than before. She was not fully aware of the 
difference of the cases,—how darkly God’s agen- 
cy is shrouded in the gloom of man’s injustice ; 
how the sufferer’s whole nature is outraged by 
dependence upon his fellow man for the breath 
of life ; and how infinitely the agony of such out- 
rage transcends the throes of dissolution. The 
humblest convict may feel this, though he may 
not be able to express it in words, as well as the 
noblest patriot that ever encountered martyrdom ; 
and it may be this sense of outrage that parches 
the tongue and enfeebles the knees of one, while 
it strings the nerves of another on the way tothe 
scaffold ; while both may equally disregard the 
parting convulsion, and long rather than dread to 
know “the grand secret.” ’ 

H. MARTINEAU. 
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CaritaL PunisHMENT CONTRASTED With War. 
—The perpetrator of a single murder is branded 
with infamy, and expiates his crime by an igno- 
minious death on the scaffold, in the presence 
of a multitude of his fellow-creatures; while 
the authorized murderer of thousands in battle 
(for no crime at all) is bailed, on his return home 
with joy. He receives the thanks of his sove- 
reign, and is rewarded by parliament with places 
and pensions ;—and while senators are endeav- } 
oring to outvie each other in futile efforts to | 
weave the ‘flimsy cobweb of glory’ around him 
—to hallow his actions, and cause his name to 
rank among the benefactors of mankind, the 
people of this country are honestly striving to 
strip the mask from the face of the giant vil of 
war, and expose its sinfulness to the world.— 
Would that the people of England saw and felt, 
more than they do, the intolerable burdens that 
are imposed on them, in every form, by this sys- 
tern of cruelty, and united more efficiently to 
take the yoke from off their neck, and strive to 


{ 
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| 





secure the blessings that would inevitably flow 
to the nation, by the adoption of arbitration as a 
substitute for war.—Eng. Paper. 
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REFORM. 


BY WENDELL PHILLIPS. 


Let no one who looks for fame join us. Let 
him wait rather, and be one of that crowd which 
will flock like doves to our windows, the moment 
the first gleam of success shall guide them. Our 
work is only to throw up, ourselves unseen, the 
pathway over which, unheeding, the’ triumphant 
majority are to pass, shouting the names of later 
and gaudier leaders as their watch-words. 

How few have ever heard of “Zachary Macau- 
ley,—the counsellor to whom Wilberforce looked 
up,—one who rose before the sun to give every 
hour to the slave, and diéd at last that glorious 
poor man, which the creditor of humanity always 
is. But thousands echo the easier earned fame 
of his son! 

How few know any thing of that little com- 
mittee of Quakers, who labored unseen, in Lom- 
bard street, that Wilberforce and Clarkson might 
be strong in the eyes of the great British people, 
—grappled uncheered with the great British 
heart, and enlisted it finally in the cause of Afri- 
ca; but went down most of them, to their graves 
forgotten, while the gallant ship which they had 
launched so painfully,—baptized with a new 
name, and bannered with a new flag, anchored in 
the safe harbor of a nation’s welcome. 

‘We may regret,’ says the Edinburgh Review, 
‘that those who sowed should not be allowed to 
reap, but such isthe ordinary course of events.— 
By separating success from merit, by imposing 
on one set of men the sacrifice and the labor, 
and giving to another the credit of the result, 
Providence seems to tell us that higher motives 
than any man can offer, ought to actuate those 
who assume the responsibility of Government.’ 

In the place of ‘Government,’ put ‘ Reform, 
and the sentiment is‘ still more. applicable to a 
cause like ours. ‘And grant,’ says old Fuller, 
‘that God honors thee not to build his temple in 
thy parish, yet thou mayest, with David, provide 
metal and materials for Solomon, thy successor, 
to build it with.’ 

Some reluct at the long time requisite to change 
the institutions of a nation, or regenerate its pub- 
lic sentiment. But here too,a moment’s thought 
shows us, how wise in this respect is the order 
of Providence. The progress of a great reform 
is anation’s school. It creates as it advances, 
the moral principle, the individual independence, 
the habit of private judgment, the enlightened 
public opinion, which are necessary for its own 
success ; and thus, by new moulding the nation- 
al character and elevating its tone of morals, it 
confers far other and greater benefits than its 
originators at first proposed. And further, it 
naturally opens the eye to kindred abuses, or 
growing itself out of a wrong principle, which 
has other results besides this immediate one, it 
insensibly prepares the way for wider and more 
radical reform. Having once gathered under its 
banner an army of disinterested and enthusiastic 
hearts, its slow advance keeps thém in the field 
long enough to form them veteran and willing 
laborers in every good cause. Forty years in 
the wilderness were necessary to make the Egyp- 
tian slave a fit soldier tor Joshua to lead, and a 
fit subject for David and Solomon to govern. 

An acute observer has well remarked, speaking 
of the slow step of the English movement for a 
repeal of the corn laws : . 

‘The change will be delayed so long, that 
when it comes the people will have been instruct- 
ed in the necessity for something more than a 
mere repeal of an act of Parliament, important as 
that repeal unquestionably is. They will see 
the necessity for an organic change—that the 


cause of the evil isin selfish legislation, and that 
again springs from the exclusive possession by 
one small class of the legislative power ; and thus 
Chartism, under’the name of Complete Suffrage, 
will become the adopted measure of the middle 
classes.’ 

Welcome then the thought that careless Histo- 
ry, will probably drop from her tablets the names 
of those, who were the first to stem the current 
of corrupt popular opinion. It tends to keep our 
ranks pure, 

Welcome the long years of struggle which show 
us that we are enlisted not for a single campaign, 
but for lite. The discipline will make us wiser, 
and imprint deeper in our hearts the conviction, 
that it is from us the ranks of future reforms are 
to be recruited; and that to shut our eyes to the 
light of other reformations is to be traitor to the 
past.— Liberty Chimes. 


Causes or Nervous Diseases aMoNG PREACcH- 
Ers.—‘ What reason can be assigned why so ma- 
ny of our preachers contract nervous disorders. 

‘The chief reason, on Dr. Cadogan’s princi- 
ples, is either indolence or intemperance; 1. In- 
dolence. Several of them use too little exercise, 
far less than when they wrought at their trade. 
and this will naturally pave the way for many, 
especially nervous disorders, 2. Intemperance, 
(though not in the vulgar sense.) they take 
more fvod than they did when they labored more. 
And let any man of reflection judge, how long 
this will consist with health. Or they use more 
sleep than when they labored more. And _ this 
alone will destroy the firmness of the nerves. If 
then our preachers would avoid nervous disord- 
ers, let them, 1: Take as little meat, drink, and 
sleep, as nature will bear: and 2. Use full as 
much exercise daily as they did before they were 
preachers.’— Whitehead’s Life of J. Wesley, page 
200, Boston Ed. 
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world instead of a curse ; you, poor, short-sight- 
ed man, send him out of the world in this awful 
manner, all his sufferings heightened by the new 
emotions he has just experienced, and thus you 
place it out of his power to repair the evil he 
has done in society, sins that the holy God can 
pardon, you cannot. With these feelings revolv- 
ing in my mind, I read a thrilling article in the 
Hangman, of Dec. 3d, upon the feelings of the 
relatives of the condemned man, concluding with, 
‘remember that every criminal has a father, a 
mother, or sister, every criminal is somebody’s son. 
You can better imagine, than I can express, the 
feelings of my heart, as in the next article I read 
my eye rested on the name of the brother of one 
of my dearest early friends, under sentence of 
death, in South Carolina, to be hung on the 3d 
Friday in February next, convicted of murder for 
a crime which if I rightly understand the cir- 
cumstances, any man, not a non-resistant, would 
have been disposed to commit, and in a State 
too, where no hopes can be entertained but of 
the most rigid execution of the sentence. My 
feelings are acute, inexpfessible, but what can I 
do? Were I the sister of this unfortunate young 
man, I would go to South Carolina, if I traveled 
on foot, and if I could not succeed in obtaining 
my brother’s pardon, I should at least arouse 
people to think upon the subject. Can any thing 
be done in this State, for this one poor fellow 
being? May God help you in your labors of 
love, and speed on the blessed day when murder, 
lawful or unlawful, shall be known no more. 
R. W. ste, 
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For the Prisoner’s Friend. 


CORRECTION, 


Messrs. Eprrorns—In No. II. of ‘ Incidents of 
Travel,’ in the last ‘ Hangman,’ you left out a 
paragraph which obscures the meaning of the last 
clause but one, of my article. As it now reads, 
it would be difficult to perceive, why the con- 
clusion there expressed, was drawn from what 
preceded, viz: that on account of the wickeds 
ness of the, there mentioned minister, it must be 





Ihave been much interested in reading your 
paper for the few months past. I never heard | 
much said about this subject until quite recently, 
but I think ita cause which commends itself at 
once to the philanthropist and the Christian.— 
We are told to ‘ prove all things, and hold fast 
that which is good ;’ this is a thing which I think 
can be’ very readily decided to be good. I can- 
not conceive how a Christian, believing in the | 


eternal punishment of the wicked, as I do, can | 


fora moment entertain the horrid thought of 
sending a fellow being into eternity, with the 
guilt of murder resting.on his soul. Such a 
Christian is in my view infinitely more guilty | 
than the murderer, for while the murderer com- | 
mits his crime from an impulse of passion, this 
Christian does it deliberately ; in cool, calm | 
thought, he adjudges his brother to be hung by 
the neck till he is dead, and then perchance him- 
self feasts on the sight; and all this with the 
full assurance in his own mind that his brother’s 
soul is awarded to the flames of perdition forever, 
while the murderer’s victim may be resting in 
the realms of glory. How dare such an one, 
call himself by the name of Christ, or pretend to 
rank himself among the followers of him, who 
when on the cross, prayed for his murderers. 
If it be said that the ministers of religion are 
allowed to the criminal, and many of them re- 
pent and are pardoned of God, during their last 
hours, this does not place the matter in any more 
favorable light. Just as thy brother is repenting 
of his sins, his soul warm with the first emotions 
of love to God, his feelings tender, and his heart 
inspired with pure and holy thoughts in place of 
the low and depraved sentiments he has harbor- 
ed, just as he is disposed to be a blessing to the 
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‘we lived in an age of great reform,’ &c. It 
should have been made to reaa as follows: The 
Reverend gentlemen said, ‘the time had been, 
when a man could bea christian, and get drunk, 
but not now, and the time will be when a man 
cannot be achristian, and hold slaves, but is not 
now, therefore I inferred, that kght was increas- 
ing, and the probability was, that at this rate, the 
world would ere long be christianized, as hang- 
ing had become rather anti-christian, and in pro-~ 
cess of time other evils would be considered so, 
also. Ithought we were advancing in Chris- 
tian knowledge, rapidly, if drunkenness, had got 
to be an unchristian act, and hoped that hanging, 
in process of time, would share the same fate. 
We were traveling almost as fast as the snail, 
and I believed that as soon as that animal reached 
the end of its cirquit of the earth, we should not 
be found in the rear, but some thousands of years 
hence all the evils which now are thought right, 
would fallinto the same condemnation as drunk- 
enness, I thought it encouraging. What do you 
think, friend Spear? Do we not live in a very 
hopeful day? for the people are asking the ques- 
tion, if cold blooded murder, ig not, taking all 
things into consideration, rather inconsistent with 
christianity ? Butto be more plain. Is there 
such a thing as a changeable morality, which de- 
pends for its character upon the opinions of the 
age, where it is practised? Is idolatry right in 
India, concubinage im Turkey, oppression in 
Eng and hanging in America? There isno 
such thing as thus accommodating the chazacter 
of our acts to the belief of those around us. Ifa 
practice is “rong now, it always was, 
Yours for unchangeable morality, 

C. B. STEARNS. 
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‘I shall ask for the Abolition of the Penalty of Death 
until | have the Infallibility of Human Judgment 
demonstrated to me.’ LAFAYETTE. 
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DISCHARGED CONVICTS. 
No. Il. 





NUMBER ANNUALLY DISCHARGED, 


‘We believe that many a. case of relapse occurs 
among discharged convicts, because they find no 
encouragement given to their first and honest en- 
deavors to.do well and earn an honest livelihood.’— 
Report of Massachusetts State Prison—p. 6, 1839. 
Our last number was devoted to a consideration of 

the unhappy and fearful condition of the newly dis- 

charged convicts, and the importance of a more gen- 
eral sympathy. Our present article will be devoted to 

a consideration of the number of this class. 

It is not easy to obtain a very definite view of Dis- 
charged Convicts. Some attempt was made in the 
First Report of the Prison Discipline Society. ‘It 
appears froma careful examination of authentic docu- 
ments, that the whole number of convicts who have 
been condemned in the Penitentiaries in the last 
twenty years is about twenty thousand; and from 
the best estimate aout six thousand of them are 
now abroad, in society.’ This estimate was made 
many years ago; allowing its accuracy, how large 
must be the number of convicts throughout the world ! 
And when we think of the numerous family ties by 


miseties of crime! Who that has a son or brother, 
or father, or sister, in prison, can help feeling a deep 
interest in the subject on which we have now en- 


self, may become a convict? ‘Had I,’ said the 
Warden of the Massachusetts State Prison, to the 
writer, ‘been placed in the circumstances of these 
men, I might too have become a criminal? But we 
will not dwell on this point. We present one more 
statement from the Prison Discipline Society, which 
will give an. idea, of the number of discharged con- 
viets in-several of the States :— 

STATISTICS, OF FIFTEEN PENITENTIARIES FROM RE- 


Ports OF 1840, 1841. 
' Disch’d. Par’d. 





New Hampshire, 13 7 
Massachusetts, 83 14 
Connecticut, 84 2 
Auburn, New York, 146 $3 ° 
Sing Sing, New York, 192 22 
New Jersey, 43 24 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, 15420 
Distriet of Columbia, 21 3 
M nd, Baltimore, 103 20 
Frankfort, Kentucky, 28 24 
Virginia, 33 6 
Louisiana, 38 
Georgia, 29 

904 175 


From a conversation lately had with the Warden 
of the Massachusetts State Prison, he stated that a- 
bout one hundred were discharged annually. In the 
above table, it will be seen that the pardoned con- 
viets are included. We inquired the other day of the 
agent who is appointed to-attendto the discharged 
eonvicts what was the moral influence of pardons.— 
Ha said, there was but little difference in their con- 


interesting facts relative to convicts. He described 
them as men generally of intemperate habits; of 
limited education ; of ‘small intellect ; and of no oc- 
cupation. We have now then a view of the number 
of discharged convicts, i.e. from the State Prisons. 
For'we have not now the means of learning about 
our jails, Houses of Correction, &c. We see already 
a great field open for Christian sympathy. It will 


pecially how much the State does for tite discharged 
convict. We cannot give a view of what is done in 
all the Prisons, but before us lies an account of 
several of the States, but, we defer the statements 
till our next. In the mean time, we trust the reader 
will remember his duty towards this unfortunate 
elass of his fellow-beings. c. Ss. 
BBP PDA IIIA Pan 

Works on Capital. Punishment,—Books by Mail.— 
We have on hand the following books which may be 
sent by mail to any part of the United States ;— 


platare of the State of New York, by John L. 
ivan, 1841. Price 75 cents. 

Three discourses on Capital Punishment, by E. H. 
Chapin. 1843. Price 12 1-2 eents. 

Punishment of Death proved to'be unlawful, in a 
letter tg the Marquis of Northampton, by Jobn Pell, 
London... 1845. rice 6 cents. 

Sacredness of Human Life; a letter addressed to 
thedncumbent of St. James’, Sheffield, on 
Punishment, by Samuel Roberts. London. 
Price 6 cents. % 

Report relatingto Capital Punishment. co the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, by Robert Ran- 
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SENTENCE OF WILLIAM HARPER. 


This man has just been convicted of the murder of 
John G. Kempf, in the city of New York. We pre- 
sent below the remarks of Judge Edmonds, and the 
sentence of death as pronounced by him. This docu- 
ment will be carefully read, especially by those who 
are searching diligently forthe causes of crime. It 
‘willbe perceived that ‘the want of proper early cul- 
ture, continued association with low company, and 
the fatal us€ of intoxicating liquors,’ are the principal 
causes. which have led him at an early age to the 
commission of murder. Instead of now hanging him 
next month by the neck until he is dead, he should 
be educated, It cannot do him or any other person 
good to execute him, 

Harper isa husband anda father. When the aw- 
ful sentence was pronounced, his wife and twin 
daughters were in Court, says a correspondent of the 
Boston Bee, ‘ weeping bitterly, rendering the scene of 
doom more awful to the spectators.” It must have 
been a most solemn occasion. We now subjoin the 
remarks and sentence of the judge : 


* You have been tried for the murder of John George 
Kempf, and after a fair trial—after being ably defend- 
ed by faithful counsel—and afler a patient and care- 
ful consideration of your case by a jury of the county 
—you have been convicted, and all that remains now 
for the Court is the painful duty of pronouncing upon 
you the judgment of the law. 

From the evidence on the trial, it would seem that 
sometime previous to- the perpetration of the deed, 
you had threatened the life of your victim; that on 
the night when it occurred you were a visitor at his 
house, and without any provocation from him, you 
struck him and fled; that after a brief interval of 
time you returned to his house, and instead of enter- 
ing it, and facing him with any complaint you 
might have against him, you lay in wait outside his 
house ata late hour of the night until he was induced 
to go out, and then you assaulted him, and gave him 
the fatal blow that took his life. 

The jury must have believed that you employed 
the time of your absence from the house in arming 
yourself with the sharp, and deadly weapon with 
which the crime was committed, and that you com- 
mitted it as yourself averred, to satisfy an old grudge 
against the deceased. It is under these circumstan- 
ces that the jury have pronounced you guilty, and 
have devolved upon us the solemn and painful duty of 
bidding you prepare for the speedy termination of 
your own life ; and as the jury were the moral wit- 
nesses whom the law summoned to its aid to pro- 
nounce the truth of the charge prepared against you, 
so the Court are but the instruments of that law in 
pronouncing its judgment upon their verdict, and no 
member of either Court or jury is at liberty, in the 
performance of his duty to fesse io the suggestions 
of individual emotion or of private sentiments, 

The administration of justice, maintenance of law 
and order, and the protection of the peaceable and 
order loving portion of the. commupity, alike demand 
from us as the ministers of justice, the rigid per- 
formance of our duty, but they do not deny to us the 
indulgence of expression of our sympathy for your 
unhappy fate. The want of proper early culture, 
your continued association with low company and 
your indulgence in the fatal use of intoxicating li- 
quors, have brought you at this early age to an un- 
timely end. 

“The remains of life still left to you, though extend- 
ed to us, to the utmost limits allowed by law, will be 
brief—very brief indeed. The few weeks of exist- 
ence whiel will be yet accorded to you, will pass 
rapidly away. Yetif profitably spent they may be 
of inestimable value to you, and most earnestly do we 
exhort you ere it be too lateto seek the forgiveness of 
Him, whose attribute is mercy, and whose loving 
kindness knows no bounds, 

So that if your memory is destined to live among 
men only as a warning of the evil consequences 
which are ever sure to take place from the indulgence 
of unbridled passions, your immortal part may live 
in a brighter and better world, with all its stains 
washed out in the fountain of love. 

The sentence of the Court is that you be taken 
hence to the jail whence you came, and that there, on 
the 24th of Febrdary next, between the hours of 12 
and 2 o’clock of the day, you be hanged by the neck 


until you be dead, : 
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Crimzs in THE City or New Yorx.—That the 
readers of the Prisoner’s Friend may have a faint 
idea of the crimes committed in a city in a single. 
year, we ‘present the following in relation to New 
York ; 


‘ By a statement furnished to the Morning News it 
appears that there have been, in the various Criminal 
Courts of this City, 3,645 trials, during the year. In 
the Oyer and Terminer there have been six trials for 
Murder, which resulted in two convictions and four 
acquittals ; two trials for Arson, both acquittals; and 
one conviciion for Manslaughter in the second de- 
gree. In the General Sessions there have beer 281 
convictions and 142 acquittals. Among the former 
there are 11 for Forgery in the various degrees, 42 
for Burglary, 13° for Grand Larceny, 38 for Petit Lar- 
ceny, 52 Assault and Battery, do. with intent, &c. 8, 
Rape 1, Robbery 2, Riot 7, False Pretences 8, Perjury 
2, Receiving Stolen Goods 6, Disorderly Houses 7! 
Gambling Houses 0» Illegal Voting 0! Libel 2, &c., 
&c. Of these convictions one has beed sentenced to 
be hung, and another is awaiting sentence. Sing- 
Sing receives 12 the convicts, 5 of whom are 
women. But the Special Sessions lave done up the 





‘|greatest amount of small criminality—the petit lar- 
| ceny convictions in that Court amounting to 991, aud 


the assault-and-batteries to 615. 713men and 163 
women have been sentenced to the Penitentiary ; 229 
men, 88 women, to the Oity Prison; 87 boys and 4 





Poul; Esq. 1835. “Price 25 cents. 


girls to the House of Refuge. 





'ing the year, thirteen died by disease, and two by ac- 


THE O10 PENITENTIARY, 


Governor Bartley in his recent Message to the 
Legislature of Ohio thus s of the Penitentiary 
of that growing State. It will be seen that afier 
paying the expenses of this insiitution for the past 
year a balance is left of more than eighteen thou- 
sand dollars! What use is made of this money ?— 
Ought it not to go to the support of the poor families 
of the convicts? Wehope our friends in Ohio will 
look into this matter. : 

The Message says, ‘ the Penitentiary of the State 
has during the year been conducted with skill, pru- 
dence and economy. The system of prison disci- 
pline which has been vigilantly adhered to, has been 
well calculated to accomplish the true object of erimi- 
nal punishment. Special regard has been paid to 
the complaints of a portion of our citizens, who have, 
perhaps with good cause alledged that the system 
or prison labor created an unjust competition with 
their business, and tended to degrade their pursuits. 
So far as practicable without a violation of old con- 
tracts for prison labor, the employment of the con- 
victs has very properly as well as profitably been 
directed to those objects which do not conflict with 
the interests of any of the existing mechanical pur- 
suits of the State. Since my Jast communication to 
the Legislature I have seen no reason to justify a 
change of my views then expressed on the subject of 
prison labor. 

The finances of the institution for the current 
year show the following results :— 

Accruing revenue, 

Disbursement the past year, 


$42,500 00 
24,525 00 








Leaving a balance in favor of 
the institution of $18,025 00 
The number of convicts on the Ist of November 
1844, was 464, The number received during the 
past year was 136. The number in prison on the 
1st of Novenrber 1845, was 471. Four escaped dur- 








HarsH TREATMENT OF Jonw Avueustus.—Every 
person who attempts to aid the prisoner will find 
that great obstacles are thrown in his.way. Not a 
few are interested in having the aceused convicted 
and imprisoned, and they will do all they can to 
accomplish their purposes. Our friend John Augus- 
tus meets with great opposition in his philanthropic 
labors. The following, which we take from the 
Boston Mail, of the Ist inst., will show the reader 
how a friend is sometimes treated; even by a judge 


upon the bench: 

Bridget Higgins, a‘middle-aged woman, in a black 
hood and red shawl, was complained of by police 
officer Fuller, for being a common drunkard.. She 
listened to the reading of the complaint, and im an- 
swer to the usual question by the clerk—Are’ you 
guilty or not guilty ? 

Bridget—Not guilty ; | never was a drunkard. 

Mr. Fuller—I found her last night, intoxicated, and 
have seen her so before. 

Bridget—No; you never saw me drunk. You said 
I was so once, and threatened to take me to the 
watch-house, and I gave you a silver half-dollar to 
let me go. You would not have taken me this time, 
if I had had silver to hire you to leave me alone. 

Justice Cushing—Mr. Fuller, how is this ? 

Fuller—It is not true, The woman will say what 
she pleases, and I cannot help it. 

[Officer Vialle, to ease his brother constable from 
an awkward position, came forward and stated to the 
Court, that the woman was not to be believed, having 
been in the house of correction, &c.] 

Bridget—I never was in the house of correction 
but once in my life. 

His Honor here understood the woman to say, ‘I 
never was there in my life;’ and he replied: That’s 
false. I have your name here as an old offender, and 
your charge against the officer is not to be credited a 
moment after this denial. 

Mr. John Augustus, who was present and standing 
near the prisoner, mildly observed— 

She said, your Honor, that she had been in the 
house of correction once. 

Justice—She did not say so! I heard what the 
woman said—that she never was in the house of cor- 


| rection in her life! 


Police officer—That is true, your Honor; she said 





cident.. Some have been discharged by writs of error 
from the Supreme Court; some have been pardoned, 
and the terms of service of a censiderable number | 
have expired duging the year.’ 
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TREATMENT OF PrisoneRs.—We are glad to sce | 
the attention of our courts called to the condition of 
prisoners when on trial. Too long has this subject 
been overlooked. While we are on this point we 
cannot help speaking of the brutal method employed 
in our city of carrying men handcuffed through the 
street from the jail to the court-house. The follow- 
ing case-occurred in New York. Judge Edmonds 
deserves great praise for his humane conduct. The 
account ie copied from the Tribunc: 

‘I make considerable allowance for the officer, be- 
cause I so seriously condemned the manner in which 
the last Prisoner (Harper) was treated. He sat here 
till half-past 10 o’clock at night, having had nothing 
to eat since the morning; and the officer, on return- 
ing with him to the prison, found no person up, and 
was unable to get in with the prisoner at all. They 
would not take him into the station house, and the 
officer and prisoner would have had to float about all 
night, if the officer had not succeeded in getting the 
aid of one of the police clerks, who woke up the 
keeper. The prisoner was placed in his cel! without 
obtaining any refreshment, and sent down here 
again next morning without the ordinary morning’s 
meal being given him; and on learning his situation, 
| was obliged to stop the trial in order that he might 
be taken from the court room and provided with 
something to eat. Using prisoners in this way is 
treating them worse than dumb beasts, for I do not 
believe any man would treat his cattle in such a man- 
ner. I do not think so hard of the officer in the pre- 
sent case, therefore, as I would under other circum- 
stances. In cases ofthe kind, however, I wish offi- 
cers to come to the court for instruction, instead of 
taking directions from the counsel. I am sorry to 
speak about such things, but I know of no way to 
reach the evil but by thus speaking publicly of it.’ 

A pretty state of things, truly! Either the keeper 
of the city prison knew that Harper went from the 
prison for trial, or he did not know it. If he knew, 
he was exceedingly culpable for locking up and re- 
tiring to rest, indifferent a& to the whereabout of his 
prisoner; and if he did not know, then it is about 
time he ceased to be recognized as keeper of the city 
prison, . 
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EFFECT OF EXECUTIONS UPON sPECTATORS.—Speak- 
ing of the execution of Moses Johnson, which took 
place recently at Richmond, Virginia, the Richmond 
W hig says, ‘From what we have heard of this exe- 
cution, we are more than ever convinced of the pro- 
priety of making these Capital Punishments private. 
Nota great number of spectators was admitted, but 
we understand that even before the poor wretch was 
taken down from the gallows, among the convicts, 
who stood in the galleries of the building, as well as 
among the rabble who were looking through the front 
gate, some were seen talking and lauging in the most 
indecent manner.’ 

If the great object of executions be to prevent 
crime, why should we have them in private? Why 
not have them as public as possible, that the old and 
the young, the men and the women may be benefited 
by them ? 





sO. 

John Augustus, (warmly)—ButI say she did not 
say so! I heard the words she used, and | appeal 
to the reporters ! 

(Considerable excitement began to manifest itself 
among the spectators of this dispute, and severa! 
voices exclaimed, ‘She did not say so—Augustus 
is right!’ In fact there were not three persons pre- 
sent but heard Bridget distinetly admjt that she had 
been to the house of correction once.) 

Officer—Silence in the Court! 

Justice (with temper)—-Mr. Augustus, hold your 
tongue, sir! Sit down, I'll direct an officer to take 
you out of the room! 

Augustus—I will say what I heard— 

Justice (rising with a show of dignity)—You can’t 
say anything; take a seatinstantly, sir! (The phi- 
lanthropist seated himself, and the Justice re-ad- 
justed his spectacles.) Sir, you intrude upon the pa- 
tience of the Court; you contradict me, and appeal 
tothe reporters, as though i didn’t know what was 
said as well as bah Se it rising.) Keep your 
seat and be silent, or I’ll have you taken out of the 
room. What right have you to interfere in a ques- 
tion of veracity between a highly respectable officer, 
so far as I know, and this woman ? 

Augustus—But I wish to explain the— 

Justice—Not another word, sir! (To the pri- 
soner :) 

Bridget, are you married ? 

Yes; but I don't live with my husband. 

An officer: Her husband is a steady man and works 
in Roxbury; but she is so bad, he cannot live with 
her. 

Justice: Ah, I see his name ; he has been up three 
or four times for beating his wife. 

* * * * 


* “* 


(To the Clerk :) say four months. 

Clerk: Bridget Higgins, the Court sentences you 
to four months imprisonment in the house of cor- 
rection. 
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LETTER FROM PROF, UPHAM. 


Brunswick, Dec. 17, 1845. 
Rev. Cu. Spear, Dear Sir, Your letter of Dec. 
9th, was duly received. I can assure you that] feel 
pleased at the prospect in relation to the proposed 
paper. The name I like much; but as very much de- 
pends upon the Abolition of Capital Punishment, 
would it not be well to append a running title under 
it,as: ‘The Prisoner’s Friend, Devoted to the Abo- 
lition of Capital Punishment, and the [mprovement 
of Prison Discipline.’ Or something like this. I 
merely make the suggestion for your consideration, 
If you think my name would be of any conse- 
quence, I cannot well refuse it. But I ought to-state, 
that my health is quite poor, and that I shall not bea- 
ble to write much, I will endeavor to write something, 
if my life is spared. It may be but very little, owing 
to my physical state. I thought it my duty to inform 
you ofthis. { repeat my assurances of deep. interest 
in this great cause ; and my conviction also, that the 
effects of your labors in it are widely and increasingly 
felt. 
Hoping to see you in a few weeks, I remain, 
Very sincerely, yours, 
THOMAS C. UPHAM. 


——pPa~anaaAarrrewyverwwvwnnornrnr—rws 
If you want enemies, excel others; if you wat 
friends, let others excel you. 
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“paper was not returned they would be con- 


» ance Lecture in the street, or for a sermon either.’— 


» that Strop Factory you talked about!’ 


) up my fixings—so I thought I would not be idle 


) he has abundantly qualified himself for his work.— 
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PARTICULAR NOTICE. 


We forwarded the first nuniber of the 
Prisoner’s Frienp to several well-known 
philanthropists, who were not subscribers, 
hoping that on their seeing a specimen 
number, of our paper, they would be in- 
duced to become patrons, saying that if the 


sidered subscribers the coming. year. We 
forward the present number in the same 
way ; persons not returning their papers will 
have their names entered upon our books as 
regular subscribers. Those who do send 
back their papers, will be particular to put 
on their names, and also the name of the 
town where they reside. 


—.>d. PALA" 





Senp In your Petitions !—Now is the time to 
act in Massachusetts. The Legislature is in session, 
Let petitions be sent in from every town in the State 
where we havea single friend. One vote has elect- 
eda (Governor; one vote may abolish the death-pen- 
alty. A form of petition may be found in the Hang- 
man of Dec. 17th. Rhode Island is already agitating 
this subject; let not Massachusetts be behind in 
good works. 
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THE EDITOR'S TABLE. 


Tue Sincer’s Fingr Boox, consisting of simple 
Rules and Easy Music for Common Schools, By J. 
&. H. Biop. Second Edition. Cambridge: John 
Owen, 1845. 

The above work has been laid upon our table.— 
We should judge that it was eminently adapted to 
Common Schools. Its great merits consists in its 
adaptation to the minds of children. Something of 
this kind has long been wanting in our public schools. 
We trust this work will receive that encouragement 
which its high merits deserve. 

Boston Almanac for the year 1846. 
INSON. 

Mr. Dickenson has again presented his Almanac 
to the public in his usual style of printing. It makes 
an elegant annual, containing a vast variety of facts. 
It is essential tothe man of business, and is useful 
to all classes. We hope the Proprietoy will be amp- 
ly rewarded for his great labors in prezlaring such a 
valuable work. 


By 8. N. Drex- 





Under Sentence of Death! 











‘For he hath looked down from the height of his sanc- 
tuary ; from heaven did the Lorn behold the earth, 
to hear the groaning of the prisoner ; to loose those 
that are appointed to death.’ Bisxe. 











Ruove Istanp.—A Bill for the Abolition of Capital | 
Punishment was introduced into the Legislature ‘of | 
Rhode Island last week by Judge Buffum. Mr. Cran- 
ston opposed it; Messrs Davis, Tourtellot and Taylor 
favored it. On motion of Mr. Goddard it was laid on 


the table. 


niin 
Suocxine InnuManity.—We know not when we | 
have read a more dreadful account of the treatment | 
of a lunatic. Can it be possible that such things are 
tolerated in a Christian land? Whata mass of suf- 
fering to fall upon a poor innocent individual :— 
The Louisville Journal states that, about ten years 
ago, a lunatic of Monticello, in that State, was sent | 
by his family to the Lunatic Asylum at Lexington.— 
On his arrival at that institution, or shortly after- 
ward, he appeared so calm and rational that the 
Superintendent or Managers sent him home. At 
home he became violent, and his punt determined 
to dispose of him so that he should trouble them no 
longer. Accordingly they built, near their own resi- 
dence, a very small and strong block-house, and 
around that another, thus making a double block- 
house. They left a narrow opening, through which 
they thrust the lunatic, and when he, was in, they 
built up the opening, leaving a litle orifice just large 
enough to admit of his food being extended to him. 
And in that horrid prison, for ten long years of heat 
and cold, the wretched lunatic has been kept by his 
own family, with no bed-clothes, no fire, and no 
hope of escape except through the gate of death. 


a i i 
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Newsuryrort, AMessury, Sauispury, and Ha- 
VERHILL.—Recently I have lectured in the above 
named towns on the Abolition of the Death Penalty, 
and the Reformation of the criminal. With the ex- 
ception of Haverhill, the meetings were well attend- 
ed, and a disposition manifested to aid the wise and 
humane cause in which we are engaged. Thanks to | 
the numerous friends who assistedus. Persons de- 
sirous of forwarding names or money for the Prison- 
er’s Friend will please send to us directly through the 
Post Office, or call on the following persons, who 
will cheerfully transact any business for us, viz: | 
Richarp Piummer, Newburyport, Rev. G. G. | 
Srricktanp, AmesburyyeJonatHan Fowter, Salis- 
bury, Wm. Cuase, West Amesbury, and Mr. Eaton, 
Haverhill. 
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A Mr. Lester has been found guilty of the murder 
of King B. Scott, his brother-in-law, in Jackson coun- 
ty, Mo., and sentenced to be hanged on the 23d day | 
of January. 


Tue Razor Strop Man 1x Bartimorne.— The | 
other day,’ says the editor of the Baltimore Visiter, | 
acrowd was gathered near our office, listening to 
some one harranguing. ‘ What crazy fellow is that 2’ | 
thought we. ‘This is a queer season for a Temper- 





On approaching nearer, who should it be, but Henry 
Smith, the far famed ‘ Razor Strop Man.’ . 

‘Why, ‘Smith,’ said we, ‘when did you arrive? 
I thought you were in Richmond, Va., carrying on 


© Well,’ said he, ‘I did expect to be hard at it there, 
before this time, but Old Winter interfered, and froze 


while here, having ‘a few more left of the same 
sort,’ 


PALO Te 


Appison Davis.—This able lecturer is still # the 


field. . We trustithe friends will make every arrange- 
ment to facilitate his arduouslabors. By his stddies 


He goes out on his own responsibility. He is not 
51h A or our Society, and of course his labors 





y be renumerated by the public. 
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MISSOURI! Lester, for the murder of King B. 
Scott. To be hung the 23d of January, 1846. 

VIRGINIA! Huwnvrer Hitt, for the Murder of 
Major Smith’, at Norfolk ; time of execution Feb. 2d, 
1846. 


OHIO! Tuomas, for the murder of Frederick Ed- 
wards ; to be hung on the 6th of March next. 


NEW YORK! Titer, for the murder of John 
Covert at Whitehall. Time of execution not known. 

Wm. Harper, forthe murder of John G. Kempf, to 
be hung on the 24th of Feb. 1846 

Mrs. VALKENBURGH, for the murder of her husband 
last March, in Fulton, N. Y. Time of execution, Jan- 
uary 24, 1846. 

KENTUCKY! 
for the murder of his 
known. 


SOUTH CAROLINA! Dexter WeEtts, for the 
murder of Robert Headden, at Greenville, C. H., S. H. 
To be executed on the 3d Friday in February next. 


ILLINOIS! Joun Baxter, for the murder of 
Col. Davenport, of Rock Island. Time of execution 
not known. 


PENNSYLVANIA! Frawncis BAsLer, ounk- 
hannock, Wyoming Co. To be hung on Friday, March 
28th, 1845. Escaped from Prison. 

James M’Carrerry, for the murder 
Hassler. Time of execution not known. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE ! 
murder of Phebe Hanson, Sept 19th, 1843. 
execution, July 8th, 1846. 


CONNECTICUT! Awnprew P. Potter, for the 
murder of Lucius P. Osborn, last February. To be 
hung July 3d, 1846. 


MARYLAND! Wo. WHEELER, a slave for en- 
gaging inaninsurrection ; time of execution unknown. 


UNITED STATES! Base, the pirate. Nowcon- 
finedin the Tombs, N. Y. City. The time of execu- 
tion is fixed by the President on the first Friday of June 
1846. 


VERMONT! EveGewe Currrorp, for the murder 
of his wife andchild: time of execution not fixed. 


The law is now that there shall be fifteen months between the 
sentence and execution, and then the criminal is to be hung without 
an order from the Executive. 


MAINE! Tuomas TuHorn, for murder. Now 
confined at hard labor inthe State Prison ; time of ex- 
ecution not fixed. 


The law is that a criminal shall not be executed till one year after 
sentence, and not even then without an order from the Executive. 


LOUISIANA! Pavtuine, the slave ; time of exe- 
cution, March 28, 1846. 


Samuet Kennepy, for the murder of Benjamin 
W. Wait, in New Orleans ; time of execution not ap- 


Joun W. Parker, of Scrub Glass, 
wife. Time of execution not 


of David 


AnpREW Howarp, for the 
Time of 


To Correspondents. 


We have received a communication signed ‘ Civil- 
us’, of a controversial character. We cannot consent 
to hold a controversy with an anonymous correspon- 
dent. Will he give us his name? He knows ours. 
Why should we not know his ? ’ 

(Br. Merriam—Only $3 was received in your 
letter ; 4,25 was credited by you to subscribers. Is it 
all right ? J, M. & 


One Doliar has been received from Hingham, but 
no name mentioned. To whom shail it be credited ¢ 

We are much obliged to our friend Churchill, of 
Salem, for his seasonable favor, and especially for the 
three volumes which he sent us entitled, ‘ Criminal 
Chronology.’ 

Our FirsT NUMBER. —We suppose some of our sub- 
scribers, who did not understand our arrangements, 
expected a paper on the last week, but if they will 
look at the date of our first number, they will find it 
Was sent out a week previous in order that they 
might have an early specimen of our new volume, 
and thereby send us a\few more names, 

We would be glad to have any one return our first 
number who may not be intending to file the volume, 
as we cannot supply all our subscribers, who wish to 
begin with the year. 
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Notices of Meetings—Lectures, §*c. 


Appison Davis, of Lynn, will lecture on Capital 
Punishment in the following towns :— 


Medfield, Thursday, Jan. 15. 
East Medway, ‘Friday, - 16, 
Holliston, Saturday, 6 17. 
Milford, Sunday, " 18, 
Mendon, Monday, 19. 
Uxbridge, Tuesday, ¢ 20. 
West Brookfield, Thursday, 22. 
Palmer, Friday, ss 23. 
S. Wilbraham, Saturday, * 24, 
Springfield, Sunday, “ 25 
N. Brookfield, Monday, as 26, 
Framingham, Tuesday, “ 27. 


I want to suggest to the friends in the above towns 
the importance of giving an extensive notice of these 
lectures. In almost every town where the notices 
are properly attended to, I have large audiences.— 
But I have to complain that in some places little or 
no pains are taken, even by professed friends, to cre- 
ate an interest to hear the lectures. If the friends do 
not want me to come to their towns it would be 
much more pleasant to receive a word to that effect 
than to find no arrangement made when | arrive. | 
would suggest to the friends that one good way to 
circulate notices is through the schools, especially in 
country towns. 
word to the wise is sufficient. 

ADDISON DAVIS. 


The friends of Association. 


The Annual Meeting of the New England Fourier 
Society will be beld in Boston on Tuesday Jan. 27, 
at 10 o’clock, A. M., and will be continued through- 
the day and evening. Distinguished advocates of the 
| Associative Cause are expected to be present and 
| address the meeting. The friends of reform in the 
| relations of capital and labor, of social progress and 
| human improvement, are earnestly requested to at- 
tend. GEORGE RIPLEY, Pres. 

Jona. Burrerrie.p, Sec’y. 





Vr PrP PALL Ie 


Temperance Notice. 


The Norfolk County W. T. A. Society, will hold a 
meeting at Franklin in the Town House on Thurs- 
day the 15th inst. The services will commence at 
10 o’clock, A. M. Addresses by T. F. Coles, R. K. 
Potter, E. K. Whitaker, Daniel Allen, Jr., and others. 

>."THOMPSON, Pres. 
C. Marsn, Secretary. 
Walpole, Jan. 3d, 1846. 
ee ee ee ee ee a ee 
The First Anniversary of the Massachusetts 

Society for the*Abolition of Capital Pun- 

ishment. Wednesday, (this day.) 

It is intended to celebrate the first Anniversary of 
the Massachusetts Society, on the fourteenth of Jan- 
uary, inthe Washingtonian Hall, under the Boston 
Museum. During the day, addresses will be made 
by the friends of the cause. And in the evening, an 
Oration will be delivered by the Hon. Rospert Ran- 
rout, Jr. It is believed that it will be an interesting 
season, and it is confidently hoped that the friqgds of 
the cause will make every effort to be present. Much 
has been done, much remains to be actomplished.— 
Every thing will be done to render the meeting in- 





pointed. 


IOWA! Wm. McCautey, for “the murder of Don 
Ferdinand Coffman, and infant daughter. 


Was to be executed on the 30th of May, 1845; but in conse- 
quence of some informality in sentencing him, the execution was 
postponed and the case is to be taken to the Bupreme Court on a 
writ of error. 


iy Executions are now afvate in the following States: Maine, 
Massachusetts, Vermont, New Hampshire, Connecticut, Rhode Is- 
land, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and Maryland. 


teresting. The Society has thought itself fortunate 


Will they see to this matter? A| 














(CrTue New EycranD WorkinemMen’s Associa- 
TION stands adjourned to meet in the town of Lynn 
on the third Friday of January. 

All papers friendly will please copy. 








Rects. to week ending January, 7. 


Hubbardston, Sarah Marean, 50c——Hollis, H. B. 
' Flagg, 25c; J. Ball 25c; E. Baldwin, Jr., 25c; E. 
Conant, 25c Beverly, Robert Rantoul, Jr., $1—— 
Woonsocket, Benj. Ray 25e——Chelsea, Dr. W’. 
Gould, $1 Ridgeway, N. ¥., O. Shepardson, M. M. 
Nash, $1 each Lancaster, H. King, $1 Far- 
numsville, D, Farnum, 25c——Salem, Rev. D. K. Lee, 
$l—-Annisquam, E. Lane, $1 North Dighton, 
T. L. Dunlap, 25; A. C. White, 50c; L. Hathaway, 
50c South Abington, J. B. Whiting, 25c; D. H. 
Pratt, 25c Bellows Falls, 8. R. B. Wales, $1—— 
Uxbridge, L. Aldrich, 25c Milford, N. Harris, 
$1; D. Scammell, $1——Chelsea, J. Silloway, 50 
—— Walpole, Mr. Shepard, 50c—— Boston, S. South- 
worth, 50c ; W. H. Tyler, 50c ; T. S. Harlow, $1; H. 
E. Stevenson, $1; W. Nichols, $1; J. H. Robins, C. 
A. Cross, 50 cents each; W. F. Tarbell, 50c; Mr. 
Black, $1; W. O. Haskell, $1; R. B. Rogers, 50c; 
W.. Wilson, 80c; J. W. Rogers, $1; Mr. Gilbert, $1; 
Goodwin & Page, $1; Frothingham § Marsh, $1; Dr. 
Clark, $1; G. D. Lucas, $1; Wm. Bell, $1; G. Jen- 
kins, $1; Mr. Atwood, $1; Mr. Mills, $1; Dr. Pres- 
cott, $1; H. A. Hovey, $1; Jacobs §& Dean, $1—— 
Hanover, R. K. Perry, le Lynn, J. A. Wilson, 
$1; Chs. Smith, $1; J. H. Curtis, 33c——Charles- 
town, E. W. Spaulding, 25c——-Hopkinton, J. Hay- 
ward, 50c Saugus, J. E. Abbott, 50c W. Fai- 
mouth, J. Boyce, 80c——Lynn, J. P. Boyce, $1—— 
Milton, Wm. Sears, $1 Chelsea, E. W. Arnold, 
$1; Weymouth, F. Pope, 75c So. Mendon, O. 8. 
Cook, 78¢ Manchester, W. Reynolds, $1—— Roches- 
ter, V. D. Wetmore, 50c ; D. Boyle, 50c; D. Young, 
25c; L. Dame, 25c; J. Stott, 25c; J. Osgood, 25c 3 J. 
WW. Springfield, 25¢; M. F. Curtis, 25c Essex, B. 
Courtney, W. Burnham, 4th, $2 each Rockport, W. 
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MARRIED: 


In this city, Jan Ist, by Rev. H. Beckwith, Mr. Wat. 
P. Stmonps to Miss Lyp1a Ann ABBoTT, 

In this city, by Rev. Mr. Streeter,; Mr. Henry 
GreEn to Miss ANN Dectncen; Mr. Cuarues A, 
CasGow to Miss ALMIRA HENDERSON. 








DIED: 


In this city, Jan. 7th, Hannan, wife of George 


* Searle, 38, formerly of Saco, Me. 


At Groton, 7th inst., Mrs Mary Awn, wife of Brad- 
ford Russell, Esq., and eldest daughter of the late 





in securing the services of one who has contributed 
so much by his writings to carry forward so great a 
reform. Come then, one and al], and join with us in 
the celebration of the First Anniversary of the Massa- 
chusetts Society for the Abolition of Capital Punish- 
ment. , 

Rev. E. H. Chapin, Dr, Channing, and others, will 
address the meeting. 





i. a of Boston. 


‘ KILLED : 


By the State of Virginia, onthe 24th of December; 
at Staunton, three negro men, Jim, Groncs and 
FREEMAN. Ages unknown. 
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SALUTATORY ADDRESS 


TO THE PRISONER’sS FRIEND! 


Angel of mercy ! wend thy way 
To every color, tribe and clan, 
And herald in the glorious day, 
When man shall be the friend of man. 


Say to the Criminal, repent,— 
Point him to Jesus,—bid him live ! 

For sinners, suth as he, was sent 
God’s only Son his life to give. 


Say to the Innocent, beware, 
And take not vengeance on thy foe ; 
But be thy heart inclined to spare, 
And thus thy love for Jesus show. 


Proclaim this blessed truth to all— 
* The law of God’s fulfilled by love ;’ 
And none, the Savior, Lord may call, 
Whose heart by love doth never move. 


Blest harbinger of better days,— 
Precursor of Messiah’s reign,— 
Go and allure from sin’s dark ways, 

The sons of men from vice reclaim. 


Proclaim the brotherhood of man,— 
Uphold the strong,—the weak sustain,— 
And execute the glorious plan 
Which earth to heaven restores again. 


Thus to thy work we send thee forth ! 
Proclaim thy message far and near ;— 

To many East, West, South and North, 
Make this, the new, ‘A HAPPY YEAR.’ 


Bridgewater, Mass. R. THAYER. 
—_—_—_—— — 


MISCELLANY. 


—————— 


MORE HONEST THAN WISE. 


The following interesting article which origi- 
nally appeared in Mordecai M. Noah’s Weekly 
Messenger, will be read with pleasure and profit 
by the friends of the criminal. The tale of the 
prisoner will clearly show them the danger con- 
sequent upon the first wrong step. When we 
have committed one crime, we know not how 
many more we may be induced to practice. We 
should avoid all sin. 


We once learned a lesson while sailing up the 
Hudson river on board a steamboat bound for 
Albany. We were silently contemplating the 
majestic scenery that forms the banks of the riv- 
er, and indulging in various comparative specula- 
tions, such as whether the Rhine, the Seine, or 
the Zuyder Zee presented more attractions to 
the eye of the lover of nature than the Hudson, 
when a juvenile companion diverted the current 
of thought into another channel and begged our 
company to the after cabin, in which he stated 
ete a number of convicts on their way to the 
State Prison at Sing Sing. I was actuated by no 
mean motive in complying with the request of 
the little fellow at my side. I certainly did not 
wish to feast my eyes upon the degradation of 
the unfortunates, nor did the contemplation of 
human suffering convey me any feeling of plea- 
sure. I went without any settled idea of what I 
was going for. The pleading look of the little 
boy with me was perhaps the main spring of 
action. 

In the cabin, upon a large settee, sat eight 
wretched beings, linked together, as well by 
crime, as by the iron bracelets that bound their 
wrists and made them fast to a.long chain which 
was secure against breakage or the attempts of 
‘the convicts or their friends. Around these 
eight unfortunates were clustered males and fe- 
males of a!! ages. Beautiful young girls with 














the blush of virgin innocence mantling on their 


cheeks, and the radiance of truth and simplicity 
beaming in their eyes, stood there contemplating 
the perversion uf the attribute they possessed, 
and wondering to what depth of horror, misery 
-and woe could reach, Aged, hard featured men, 
with no charity in their hearts, and sympathy 
hed from their natures, were sneering aloud, 
‘and talking of the vengeance of the offended laws, 
forgetting that the object*of prisons should be 
reformation instead of vengeance, and also want- 
ing to be reminded that they were violating the 
finest and most beautiful principle upon which 
God himself reared the guiding creed of the 
world. 
Women, the mothers of the young gitls, made 
up part of the spraregstion, and indulged in 
ious remarks as to how the prisoners. fi 







whether they had parents living, wives 
dren. And then 
though they beheld 
those thendegradedé¢onvicts. Among the class- 
yes we have enumerated were several very rough, 
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matrons would 
innermost thoughts of 


hard4ooking men, who were probably candidates 
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{for the hatd lot of the poor creatures they were 
tormenting. 
* * * * * * * 

Two of the unfortunates in the chain were 
negroes, aud one other was a woman. Between 
a negro and the woman was an old man, whose 
cgmmanding Roman profile, and singularly ath- 
letic form were calculated to attract attention,— 
‘The expression of the face was peculiar. Lt car- 
ried an indefinable something, which seemed to 
insist upon having respect and sympathy. It 
was not the face of alow villain, nor that of a 
bad man. It betrayed firmness—great firmness. 
The unwavering glance of the grey eye, the 
sbarp cut lines of the face, the stern bold fore- 
head, and the thin compressed lips, betokened, 
we thought, a cruel disposition. ‘The dress worn 
by this old man was such as would be worn by a 
tradesman in easy circumstances. Convinced 
that he was convicted of nocommon crime, and 
sympathizing with the old man, we sought per- 
mission of the officers in charge of the gang, to 
speak with him. This was granted. 

We approached the old man with some diffi- 
dence, and addressed him simply with ‘ Good 
day, sir.’ 

The reply was courteous and gentlemanly, but 
brief and not inviting further converse, We per- 
severed, however, and engaged him in conversa- 
tion. His style was unaflected, and exhibited a 
well cultivated mind. He conversed upon the 
current topics of the day, showing himself per- 
fectly familiar with politics, delivering many ju- 
dicious opinions of the likely results of measures 
then before Congress, and altogether seemed so 
like a merchant chatting in his counting house, 
that we entirely lost sight of his position. The 
landing of passengers at one of the intermediate 
stopping places diverted our attention, and made 
us fully aware of the poor man’s destiny. With- 
out reflection and with an abruptness that startled 
ourselves, we asked— 

‘What has brought you in contact with these 
creatures, and entitled you to a place among the 
motley group of State prisoners at Sing Sing ?’ 

Not a muscle of the man’s face moved. In 
the same tone of voice he had spoken of the sub- 
treasury bill, he quietly said— 

‘ Draw near with your little companion, and let 
him hear. My little story will do him some 
good, and if you are wise you will profit by it. 
I am here in consequence of having adhered, 
throughout life, to the very spirit and letter of 
an old sentence in general use. My prospects 
were not very brilliant in early life. At twelve 
years of age I was obliged to go into a wholesale 
warehouse as an errand boy and porter. The 
wares dealt in were crockery and glass, and 
much care was required to prevent breakages 
and accidents. 1 had a friend, (as I thought) an 
old clerk, whose heart seemed a hobble. No- 
thing could movehim. He lived only for money, 
and what he calléd quiet. He rarely spoke; 
when he did, it was some dry, harsh, business 
maxim, or administer some withering, brief re- 
buke. I wasa very wild boy, and frequently 
made sad havoe of the rich cut glass entrusted to 
my charge. I remember the first time I broke 
something. Ihad heedlessly trundled a hoop in 
a large upper loft, containing many costly lamp 
shades, and my sport resulted in the destruciion 
of about thirty dollars worth of property.— 
Affrighted, Lran to the old clerk and made him 
acquainted with my misfortune. 

* What shall I do? was the query I submitted, 

‘What do yo mean to do”’ inquired he, 

‘Tell our employers.’ 

‘That would be more honest than wise,’ said he 
inasneering tone. ‘ Take my advice. Go, con- 
ceal the pieces, and say nothing about your acci- 
dent. Nobody knows of it but me, and I shall 
not turn informer.’ 

‘I followed his advice. I remained in. that 
establishment fifteen years, and during that time 
was always more wise than honest. So vividly 
was this principle upon my mind, that I followed 
it im every event. What was the result! I be- 
came selfish, calculating, and theoretically dis- 
honest. It became a golden rule with me to be 
a knave, when there was no method by which 
my defection could be discovered. I do not 
mean to say that I became a thief in the com- 
mon acceptation of the term. My dishonesty was 
of the species termed worldly wisdom, I thought 
it more honest than wise to bestow a trifle in 
charity. I thought it more honest that wise to 
aid a friend at my own expense. I thought it 
more honest than wise to tell the truth, that 
would wound my interests, if, by telling a false- 
hood, my interests would be shielded from harm. 
I thought it more honest than wise to marry a 
poor girl whom I loved, when I could link my 
destini@s with those of an heiress, and so I mar- 
ried the latter, and lived in wretchedness with 
her during a term of twenty-five years. I thought 
it more honest than wise to let her manage and 





i | dispose of a large amount of property which by 
j}right belonged to her; but over which I had dis- 


cretionary power, and so I took it from her, and 
she—Heaven knows such fiends do not often 
exist—in revenge, sold our daughter tc- dis- 
honor.’ 

Here his lips quivered and his eyes. moistened, 
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but his emotions were quickly subdued, and he 
went on with his recital. 

‘The destroyer of my child was wealthy. I 
closeted him, by a snare, im my study, and de- 
manded satisfaction. He pleaded hard for mercy 
—alleging the fault was not his—but I was inex- 
I acknowledged the justice of his claim 
for mercy ; but to let him escape would be; I ar- 
gued, more honest than wise—the world would 
shun me—and so I maimed him for life. And 
for that I am on my way to take up my abode in 
the cell ofa felon.’ 

The old man paused, and fixing his eyes on 
the little boy with us, said, in a tone that we ean 
never forget— 

‘Always be honest. To be honest is to be 
wise. Honesty is wisdom, and there is no pos- 
sibility ofa man being more honest than wise.’ 


OPP PAPAL IDL IIIA 
AN APPEAL TO CLERGYMEN, 


Many who take our paper are preachers of the 
gospel. The following extracts from a speech 
by Mr. Dawson, of Birmingham, at a late meet- 
ing of the Baptist Home Missionary Society in 
London, contains some useful suggestions which 
we hope may receive attention : 


‘I began to-day with a strange sight at the Old 
Baily. And I went there on purpose, though I 
abominate such sights. I went there to see the 
state of the people, for it is not by sitting at cha- 
pels or attending meetings that we can ascertain 
their state. Religion is getting too delicate and 
refined. We must take it as Christ took it, and 
go into the lanes and alleys, and make it for our- 
selves. And, as to the moral effects of a hang- 
ing, you should have watched the mob. All that 
is licentious, filthy, and abominable, was under 
the very gallows-tree. Words that disgrace the 
atmosphere of a Christian land were spoken.— 
These are the people of a Christian and enlight- 
ened country. The ignorance of the rural dis- 
triets is beyond expression, You may read it in 
the reports to Parliament, where you hear of 
numbers that never heard the name of Christ. It 
also exists not only in several, but all of our large 
towns, (hear, hear.) We have lost our hold of 
the mass of the people. We say it thoughtfully. 
Go into the mass and see who fill our chapels— 
the respectable, as they are called, the genteel, 
but not the common people—the working peo- 
ple have deserted us—they visit the pot-house or 
the park—any where but the chapel. Therefore 
I turn to these Home Missions, and see in them 
the proper cure for this state of things. Christ 
preached to the common people; he planted his 
religion in the deep soil of the hearts of the com- 
mon people, and when religion ceases to make 
this appeal to the people, its strength begins to 
die. Martin Luther, that grand soul, came to 
set the disordered church right. And how did 
he do it? Not by appealing to the upper classes 
alone, but by street and ballad singing, and also 
by giving the people the Bible in their broad 
German tongue, (hear, hear.) In this country, 
when religion got cold and genteel again, its 
gloves were on, it was no longer the religion of 
the people. Whitefield and Wesley, noble souls, 
then came forth to revive it. How? By going 
into the fields, to the fairs and market-places, to 
very disreputable places indeed, and to the very 
vulgar people indeed, (cheers.) And they re- 
vived religion. I say religion wants another re- 
vival in this country; and, I believe, religion 
must take a considerably different character from 
that which it now bears. We must begin with 
the people—I make it my duty to visit the work- 
men of Birmingham, and they tell me that our 
preaching is technical, and that our talk is of 
chapel rents and pew rents. They begin with 
the church of England, and they show me their 
well-fed pastors and their well-filled pews ; but 
there is no place for the poor man, or, if there is, 
he must have the middle mark of poverty; in. 
deed, we can never clothe our charity children 
in this country, but we have a middle mark on 
them as the farmer on his sheep. They say, 
Well, the dissenters are nearly as bad—their re- 
ligion consists of a set of technicalities which 
they cannot understand—nor can they understand 
the pride of some of the members of the church. 

in the early ages of Christianity, the preachers 
had to go to the people. In the middle ages, the 
people came to the preachers. In this, the third 
manifestation, the preachers must go again to the 
people. 

We must make out, that you cannot do what 
you cannot do religiously ; that you have no bus- 
iness to touch what you cannot touch religiously ; 
and from my soul do I loath that most hateful 
cant of all cants that are canted in this most ¢ant- 
ing world, which says that Christian men may 
not meddle with politics, (cheers.} He may 
meddle with it ifhe does righteousness, The 
Prophet tells me, that the day will come when 
upon the horses’ bells shall be written, ‘ Holiness 
to the Lord ;’ and the Apostle says, ‘ Whether ye* 
eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the 
glory of God.’ He means that every thing is to 
be done in obedience to God. Surely, when I 
help to make the laws of _the land, I ought to be 
religious. I should carry my religioh «to the 


£ 


poling-booth, to the newspaper, tothe literature, 
to every thing. Mark what were written upon 
certain banmers that were flourished in a proces- 
sion in this’ town of yours, a few years back. I 
quote them, not to approve of them; do not let 
me be mistaken here. It was written on them, 
‘More bread and fewer bibles ; more pigs,, and 
fewer parsons.’ This is not a thing to be laughed 
at, for it is highly significant. These words 
ought to be like the first smoke of a voleano, 
which tells what comes next. ‘More bread, and 
fewer Bibles ; what does it teach you? That 
you are too exclusive; that you care more for the 
souls of men than for their bodies, not imitating 
Jesus Christ, who, when the multitude had gone 
to hear him without their dinner, worked a mir- 
acle to supply them with bread for the body. I 
speak of these things because they form the ob- 
jections of working-men to religion. They say, 
you have given us the Bible, give us bread; you 
have given us righteousness in the chapel, give 
us righteousness in the shop; you have given us 
prayers at the chapel, give us prayers that we 
may not be overworked and ground down by 
oppression, (cheers.) 

If the thousand who are present would resolve 
to do it, there would be fifty-two thousand Visits 
paid in the year tothe neglected, degraded, and 
oppressed. Would not this change the face of 
things? Your visits should not be exclusively 
religious ; that is, give them nothing but a sermon, 
nothing butaprayer. Give them lessons in faith, 
and show it in action. Give them the bread they 
need ; for Christ says, ‘ Feed the hungry ;’ give 
them clothing, if they lackit; for Christ says, 
‘Clothe the naked;’ give them freedomif they 
want it; for the Old Testament speaks nobly of 
those who stand up for the oppressed, who lift 
up a truthful testimony against unrighteousness 
and injustice, whether in high places or among 
the people. These are my reasons for support- 
ing this Society. We must do as Luther, and 
Wesley, and Whitefield did. You must go as 
men, and not as gentlemen, (loud cheers.) We 
have seen visits paid to the homes of the poor, 
and the chair was too dirty fora genteel person 
to sit down; or the man’s hand was too hard or 
too black for a gentleman to grasp it. If this is 
the spirit in which you go to the houses of the 
poor, | say keep away, or you will make them 
stand up in the attitude of defiance. Men can be 
led where they cannot be driven. There isa 
certain obstinacy in most of us, lead us you may, 
but you cannot drive us an inch, (cheers.) I 
honor him who knows how to bea gentleman 
among gentlemen, a man among men, a child 
among Children, and can retain his manliness to 
the.last. Break the poor man’s loaf with him; 
take his pinch of salt with him; shake his hand 
warmly ; inquire into his welfare; make out his 
work; doff that white hand for a moment; lay 
aside that perfume for a moment, if thou mayest 
but win hisheart. His heart is won by the man 
who will sit down with him on his three-legged 
stool ; who will share his dinner, with no fuss of 
condescension ; but as man with man, brother with 
brother, and-sinner with sinner. This do, and 
thy God shall give thee thy reward, (loud cheers.) 


ee ee ee ee ee ee 

A Western Jupce.—A_ paper published 
somewhere out west gives the following report 
of a judge’s sentence lately passed on a criminal. 
Brumley was doubtless a ‘hard case,’ but what 
kind of a ‘case’ the judge is, our readers may 
determine. 

‘Brumley, you infamous scoundrel—you’re an 
unredeemed villain—you hain’t a single redeemin’ 
character—your wife and family wish we had sent 
you to the penitentiary. ‘Dhis is the fifth time, 
I’ve had you up before me, and you have put me 
to more trouble than your neck is worth. I’ve 
exhorted and prayed over you long enough, you 
scoundrel! Just go home and take one glimpse 
at your family, and be off in short order; don’t 
let us ever hear of you again. The Grand Jury 
have found two other indictments against you, 
but I'll discharge you on your own recognizance ; 
and if I ketch you onthis neck of woods to-mor- 
row morning at daylight, I'll sock you right 
square in jail, and hump you off to Jeffersonville 
in little less than no time—you infamous scoun- 
drel! If Il ever ketch you crooking your finge: 
at woman or child—white man or nigger—lI’ll 
sock you right*square in the jug—stand up, you 
scoundrel, while I pass sentence on you!’ 

The learned Theban thinks that judge ought to 
have a cloak. 

ODD LP LIL FO OSOOerrereev—rw—"—y 

Bop FiGURE OF sPEECH.—At the great council 
of the Seneca Nation held last week, near Buffa- 
lo, the subject of removing these Indians across 
the Mississippi being under discussion, several of 
the chiefs insisted that the whites had not kept 
to the terms they had promised to the bands of 
Iroquis which had already migrated to Green Bay 
from the State of N. Y. One Indian speaker, 
John Mitten, said, ‘ that he wishedto remain near 
-the graves of his red fathers, till the Great Spirit 
called him home ; that he had not confidence in 
his white fathers, His white fathers had murder- 
ed their Saviour, and what kind of treatment would 
a poor Indian expect from men who had killed the 
Seon of God?’ 
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